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It was thought that the so-called Shirley bill,
passed by the last Congress and approved by the

President, would be a sound patch
JOKER IN over the hole which the supreme
DRUG BILL. court knocked in the Food and

Drugs Act. You will recall the
fact that the court decided that false statements
on the label of' a patent medicine applied only to
the composition and not to statements as to the
powers or value of the remedy. The Shirley bill
refers directly to "false and fraudulent" state-
ments in regard to claims for the remedy. Dr.
Wiley says that this is a joker. He says that the
courts will hold that the words go together and
that it must be proved that any statements on the
label referring to the actions of the remedy, or
claims for its powers, are both false and fraudu-
lent, not either one or the other; the difficulty
will be that it will now be necessary to prove
two different crimes instead of one. Dr. Wiley
may be correct; he certainly knows the crooked-
nesses of that patent medicine game and the vari-
ous sorts of frauds that can be worked. It looks
as though the public had been sold another gold
brick by Congress!

The New York Medical Journal is owned and
published by the A. R. Elliott Publishing Co.,

of New York; it is a medi-
QUESTIONABLE cal (?) journal published for
ASSOCIATES? the profit of the owners. In

the issue of August 3ISt,
I9I2, we find the following nostrums advertised:
Papayans; ammonal; resinol; katharmon; pepto-
mangan; dioxogen; afsal; asphen; iodomuth; anti-
phlogistine; papine; tri-iodides; maizolithium; un-
guentine; bovinine; glycothymoline; listerine; ly-
thol; camphosorcin; phenalgin; peacock's bromides;
chionia; salhepatica; ergoapiol; respirazone; mica-
jah's wafers; campho-phenique. In the same num-
ber of this most respectable medical ( ?) journal
which gladly takes the money from these more or
less disreputable nostrum advertisements-and in
the list you can find some that have been repeatedly
shown up as frauds of the rottenest kind-in the
same number we find an article on "Blood Pressure
in Pulmonary Tuberculosis," by Dr. Francis M.
Pottenger of Monrovia, California. Dr. Potten-
ger, stop and think about it. Will we ever make
headway against this flood of rottenly dishonest
nostrums so long as men like you, of your stand-
ing in our community, will contribute articles to
a publication that will fatten itself on corruption
and dishonesty in its advertising pages? Why, even
the religious publications are beginning to be
ashamed of themselves and hard up for contribu-
tors! The Ohio State Medical Journal, published
by the Ohio State Medical Association, in its Au-
gust issue, contains the following nostrum adver-
tisements: Gray's tonic; fellow's syrup; peptoman-
gan; ergoapiol; glycothymoline. In the Medical
Review of Reviews, for August, we find a con-
tribution from Dr. Chas. D. Lockwood, of Pasa-
dena, California, and the following nostrum ad-
vertisements: Gray's tonic; resinol; laxol; ergo-
apiol; dioradin; afsal; asphen; iodomuth; pepto-

mangan; palpebrine; glycothymoline; hayden's
viburnum; anasarcin; katharmon; bovinine; sana-
togen (shown up by the A. M. A. quite recently);
formamint; neurilla; pond's extract; sanmetto; res-
pirazone; cactina; seng; peacock's bromides; chio-
nia; anademin; aletris cordial rio; phenalgin; anti-
phlogistine; salhepatica. The publishers print a
wonderful "platform," built after the same lines
as the "league for medical freedom" stuff. We
mildly suggest to them that the above mentioned
things are nostrums and that a self-respecting pub-
lication would not advertise them. Undoubtedly
Dr. Chas. D. Lockwood has either never seen a
copy of the publication, or has never looked
through its advertising pages, or he would not
have allowed his name to appear as a contributor
to a publication that will participate in the profits
of such nasty graft.

The report of accidents occurring on the "glor-
ious Fourth" of I912 appears in the issue of the

Journal a. M. A. for September
FOURTH 7th and is a most remarkable doc-
OF JULY. ument; it shows very forcefully

what education and publicity will
do toward the correction of an evil and vicious
waste. The reduction in the number of cases of
tetanus from 466 to 6, is almost too good to be
true; yet the figures have been most carefully
compiled and corrected. The cry for the "safe
and sane Fourth" was started by the Association
some years ago; and for some additional years the
members of the Association and the readers of the
Journal were the only ones who paid any attention
to it. Slowly but surely the weight of the facts
presented and sent to the newspapers made itself
felt and appreciated in newspaper offices. Then
the public began to take an interest in the need-
less slaughter of its children and the active re-
form was on. This is undoubtedly one of the
most valuable undertakings of the Association's
many large and public-spirited enterprises;* it
should particularly appeal to the ordinary citizen,
who thinks in dollars and cents, when he stops to
consider the enormous amount of destruction from
fires in the old days and the almost total absence
of fires now. In a large number of cities there
was not a single fire due to fireworks this year.
The amount saved in dollars, by this work of the
Association, would run up into the millions. Has
the Association a good excuse for existence?

A witty Frenchman has defined criticism "as the
art of telling another how he ought to have done

what you could not do your-
A WORD self." Now in the minds of
ON CRITICISM. most of us criticism is synony-

mous with faultfinding, with-
al Mathew Arnold defined it, if our memory be
not at fault, as "the effort to recognize and direct
attention to whatever is best and most beautiful
in the world about us." These definitions are
diametrically opposed to one another and yet ac-
cording to different viewpoints each has somewhat
of truth in it. 'We are indeed prepared to accede
to all of them and then some ! As a matter of
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fact we abhor definitions. It seems to us that
only the intellectually lost would voluntarily con-
sent to a curtailment of intellectual horizon
through adhesion to any definition of an abstract
subject. The simplest and homeliest things admit
of divers and most complex definitions. Consider,
for example, the simplest concrete object which oc-
cupies space; namely, the pyramid. It presents
but three sides and a base, and yet, depending upon
the points from which it is viewed it admits of
four separate definitions. How unprofitable a
thing then must be any attempt to define criticism.

S. N. I.

In the September issue of the JOURNAL ap-
peared an article by Dr. Kress, Secretary of the

Los Angeles Association, giving
"SEND THE an account of the experience of
STICKERS." their County Association in try-

ing to start a collection bureau.
That phase of the work they found unprofitable.
But they did find that a set of slips, printed on
gummed paper, each slip carrying a sentence or
two calling attention to an account overdue, the
slip to be pasted on the bill and sent to the debtor,
brought excellent results. It seemed to be so prom-
ising that the Council of the State Society ordered
a number of, sets of these "stickers" or "pasters"
printed for the general use of members of the State
Society. It was announced in the September issue
that a set of stickers would be sent to any member
who would send a request for them to the Secre-
tary, Dr. Philip Mills Jones, Butler Building,
San Francisco. Within a week after that number
of the JOURNAL had been issued, over a hundred
requests for sets of stickers had been received and
every mail brings more such requests. Evidently
there are a number of members and subscribers
who read their JOURNAL about as soon as it reach-
es them, which is certainly encouraging. There
are still plenty of these slips on hand and a set
will be sent to any subscriber or member who
will take the trouble to send a request for them
to the Secretary, Dr. Jones. You will find that
they will be a material help to you in collecting
slow accounts. Send for a set to-day and try
them.

We are in receipt of a most entertaining cir-
cular letter headed (in typewriting) "Mazdaznan

University, San Francisco Sec-
MAZDAZNAN tion, 0. Thummel, Principal."
EXTENSION. It is addressed to a member of

the Society and announces the
soon-to-be-given course of very exclusive lectures
to physicians only. The course of lectures consists
of six and the price is only $40.00. The docu-
ment is quite too long to quote in full, but it cer-
tainly is an amusing piece of charlatanism and
ignorance mixed with' an acute perception of the
truth of Mr. Somebody's remark that there is a
sucker born every minute! "In our last lesson
we will give some revelations of the possibilities of
curing diseases which, even to-day, are considered
incurable by conscientious physicians." One can

not but wonder how many people are caught by
such a suggestion as this, for example: "We are
also giving private instructions to doctors on some
of the vital sex questions: How to prolong the
act of intercourse without waste of sex fluids."
The circular also states that "During our absence
enrollment will be attended to by our friend Dr.
E. H. Mattner." On looking the matter up it is
found that Dr. E. H. Mattner is given as a mem-
ber of the San Francisco County Medical Society.
"O. ThumRmel" does not appear to be recorded in
the books ol the Board of Examiners.

MEDICAL EDUCATION IN EUROPE.
THE CARNEGIE FOUNDATION
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT

OF TEACHING, 1912.
This report on Medical Education in Europe

also comes from the pen of Mr. Abraham Flexner
who has given us such a vivid and on the whole
accurate description of the condition of medical
education in our own country. The report em-
bodies an enormous amount of information, care-
fully digested and presented in admirable form.
To one who is really interested in medical educa-
tion I cannot imagine more instructive reading.
The conditions in Germanv with which the re-
viewer is more familiar are presented in an excel-
lent manner. The amount of insight displayed
into a method of education so thoroughly different
from our own is truly wonderful, especially when
the short time devoted to this study is taken into
account. There are of course many points which
are debatable but on the whole Mr. Flexner
brings out very strongly the advantages and the
disadvantages of the German system. It is weak
in some respects in the teaching for the average
student, but for the best it is almost an ideal
one. It is to be hoped that our country will profit
from the experiences of others and in due time will
develop an American system of medical education
based on German ideals tempered with more com-
pulstory practical instruction in laboratories, clinics
and hospital wards following in this regard to
some extent the methods so admirably developed
in Great Britain and France. W. 0.

THE SKIN REACTION IN SYPHILIS.
The diagnostic possibilities offered by the

Noguchi "luetin" cutaneous test are becoming more
apparent with increased experience. At the recent
annual meeting of the American Dermatological
Association the matter was discussed and clinicians
from different parts of the country gave the re-
sults of their brief experience with the new test.
From the few hundred cases so far observed, it
appears that the test has some value in manifest
tertiary and latent cases, in which conditions it
is positive more often than the Wassermann reac-
tion. If it proves to be of assistance in those


